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Time runs from the first of a number of conversions
by the defendant (x).
In the case of detinue, the action is barred six years
after the accrual of the cause of action, i.e., after the
demand and refusal (y).
Payment into Court.—Payment into Court cannot be
pleaded in respect of so much of an action of detinue as
relates to the claim for the return of the goods or their
value (z), but it can be pleaded in respect of damages for
the detention, and also in an action of trover in respect
of damages for conversion (a).
Waiver of Tort.—An owner of goods which have been
converted by being sold, can waive the tort and sue for
money had and received (i), but if he adopts that course
he cannot subsequently sue on the basis of conversion (c).
And if the conversion amounts to a larceny, the action
may be stayed until after the prosecution of the guilty
person (d). But the obligation which the law imposes on
a person to prosecute the party who has stolen his
goods, before suing, does not apply where the action is
against a third party innocent of the felony (e).
Judgment. Detinue.—In detinue the judgment is for
the return of the chattels claimed or their value as
assessed, or for the delivery up of the specific chattels
without the option, according to circumstances (/). If
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